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Executive Biography

Russell Shanks

Senior Vice President, Chief Operating Officer (COO)

In his role as COO, Russell Shanks oversees the product development studios of Sony Online, including its International Operations function.  SOE’s award winning studios are responsible for such industry leading titles as EverQuest, EverQuest II,  EverQuest Online Adventures for the Playstation 2, Planetside,  and Sovereign.

 Prior to stepping into the COO role, Russell served as SOE’s Chief Technology Officer from 2000-2002. An industry veteran of over 10 years, Russell co-founded and served as CTO of  Verant Interactive, Inc. now famous for developing the EverQuest product line.  He also served as Producer and Technology Manager with the 989 Studios management team that helped launch the Sony PlayStation internal software development efforts most famous for their NFL GameDay, MLB, and NHL Faceoff sports lines.  In his early days, he coded Apple II, SEGA Genesis, and SEGA CD titles. Mr. Shanks holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Engineering from the University of California at San Diego.

